Up to now, there is no useful method to diagnose trichinellosis at the early stages of infection. The aim of the present investigation was to know if the polymerase chain reaction (PCR), could detect DNA of migratory larvae in mice experimentally infected with T. spiralis. Thirty-three Balb/c female mice 4.6 weeks old, were infected with 300 larvae of T. spiralis /mouse. Blood samples of these animals were positive for T. spiralis at 3 th and 17 th postinfection days. The control group was negative. PCR could detect from one to 200 larvae. Our results showed that it was possible to make early diagnosis of trichinellosis in blood of mice infected with T. spiralis.
T richinellosis is an endemic disease in some parts of the world caused by nematodes of the genus

Trichinella,
which are able to infect all kind of mammals, (1983) . In Mexico, it has been reported as a sporadic disease by Martinez-Marañon et al. (1979) , Fragoso (1981) . Detection of specific DNA from T. spiralis, might be an accurate and sensitive method for detecting these parasite at early stages of the infection.
Robert et al. (1996) were negative (Fig. 1A) . Samples tested later, and until the 35 th day post-infection, were negative (Fig. 2B) . The nature of the amplified products was confirmed with a specific probe (Figs 1a-2b) . The minimal amount of DNA detected by the PCR ranged from 100 to 500 ng ( Fig. 3A) and the probe could detect 90 pg of DNA of the parasite (Fig. 3a) . It was possible to detect from one to 200 larvae by PCR (Fig. 4A) . 
